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of the fences, the well-cleared condition of the expertly tilled
land, the whole of which did not exceed fifty acres. As they
strolled around, the settler told his guest that he had been
free about two years and that the whole period of his sentence
had been spent in the service of a rich settler near Campbell-
town, for whom he had acted as working overseer for two
years, and that he had married while still a prisoner. His
good conduct had won him a ticket-of-leave, but he had
preferred to stay on with his master until he was altogether
free. When this long-anticipated event occurred and he
received his certificate of release, he looked about for a piece
of land which would be a good investment for his own and
his wife's savings, and had so come upon this place, which
was owned by a military officer abroad with his regiment,
for whom a Sydney merchant acted as agent. His first
arrangement with the agent had been for a seven years' lease
of the entire farm of over twelve hundred acres, upon the
condition that he should clear fifty acres, and yield it up well
fenced and cultivated at the end of the term if required to
do so; but quite recently the lease had been extended to
fourteen years, provided the settler cleared a further fifty
acres. He was therefore looking forward to twelve pros-
perous years of husbandry, at the end of which he hoped to
be able to purchase a small farm of his own. He told Rash-
leigh of the stern and unremitting labour that had been the
lot of himself and his loyal wife in felling, stumping and
burning off" the land, and the convict had no difficulty in
appreciating the task of the industrious couple, from his
personal knowledge of such labour on Emu Plains. It was
good to hear the fervent tribute which the man paid to his
wife, and his gratitude to his old master who had lent him oxen
to yoke to their plough, thus saving them the heart-break-
ing effort of breaking the land by more primitive methods.
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